English 11 American Literature and Composition

Course Syllabus 2011-2012  

Forest Park High School

Instructor Information: 







Mrs. Laura J. Dowling, MSEd.


Room: 1105
Phone: School-703-583-3200

Personal Voicemail: 571-229-7034
Email Address: dowlinlj@pwcs.edu



Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays – 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Dowling Central: http://www.dowlingcentral.com/
Facebook-tchmrsd

Twitter-@tchmrsd

Gmail-tchmrsd1105@gmail.com
Forest Park School Fusion- http://forestpark.groupfusion.net
Course Objectives

Eleventh grade English is focused on the study of American literature, as well as grammar, composition and units including the research paper, standardized test prep, and public speaking. The Virginia state English SOL (Standards of Learning) exam will be administered in two parts: Writing over two days in March (multiple choice and written response to a prompt) and Reading in May. This course will follow Prince William County’s 11th grade Language Arts Objectives as well as Virginia’s Standards of Learning.
Materials Needed – *Due September 12, 2011
· *Agenda-I do weekly checks.
· *Pencils and pens 
· *Red pens or markers for editing
· *Notebook paper 
· Copies of the following: You can purchase these books OR get them at a library.
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February-The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail- Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee-Term 2
$10
· May-A Raisin in the Sun- Lorraine Hansberry-Term 4       $5 
    Get this edition: Publisher: Vintage (November 29, 2004)
·      I will make a bulk purchase of these novels about two weeks before we start reading each. The announcement of the due date for the money will be made in class and posted on School Fusion. Cost per book is noted above. Of course, you can purchase these on your own.
· Notecards with Zip Lock Bag-for Research Paper 

· *A three-ring binder to hold notes (can share space with another class)
· Section 1- Class Notes/Handouts
· Section 2- Vocabulary Words

· Section 3- All Returned Work
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An SSR (Sustained Silent Reading) book (chapter novel) must be brought to class every day. Time each week will be devoted to this independent reading.
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Flash Drive for saving work. 128 MG is sufficient for this class. You can share space with another class.
· *Box of Tissue 
· Computer Programs (optional)
· Read Please-free from http://www.readplease.com

· Adobe Acrobat Reader-free from http://www.adobe.com/products/reader/

· Power Point or Power Point Viewer-free from http://www.microsoft.com/downloads
· Word Processor Program compatible with MS WORD

Yearly Agenda

	First Marking Period: September 7- October 29
· Literature

· Review of Literary Terms 

· Overview of American Literature Periods

· Native American Traditions

· Colonial Period: 1607-1775

· William Bradford
· Jonathan Edwards
· Anne Bradstreet

· Writing

· Introduction to the 11th Grade Research Paper

· Writing Skills
· Speaking

· Poetry Presentations
· Socratic Circles

· Vocabulary

· Biweekly word lists

· Grammar 

· Weekly practice as needed

	Second Marking Period: November 3-January 28 
· Literature

· Puritan Period

· Arthur Miller-The Crucible

· Writing

· Continue and Complete Research Paper

· Speaking 

· Research Paper Presentations
· Socratic Circles
· Vocabulary

· Biweekly word lists

· Grammar 

· Weekly practice as needed



	Third Marking Period: February 1-April 1
· Literature

· Revolutionary Age:1765-1865

· Ben Franklin

· Thomas Jefferson

· Romantic Period: 1828-1865

· Walt Whitman

· W.L. Longfellow

· Washington Irving
· R.W. Emerson
· Gothic Literature

· Edgar Allan Poe

· Transcendentalism and Individualism

· Lawrence and Lee

The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail 

· Slave Narratives: 1820-1865

· Frederick Douglass

· Writing

· SOL Writing Test 

· Essay on Thoreau
· Socratic Circles
· Vocabulary

· Biweekly word lists

· Grammar 

· Weekly practice as needed

	Fourth Marking Period: April 5-June 17
· Literature

· Realist and Naturalist Period: 
1865-1914

· Stephen Crane
· Mark Twain
· Willa Cather

· Ambrose Bierce
· Modernist Period: 1914-

· Harlem Renaissance and Contemporary Period
· Langston Hughes
· John Steinbeck
· Loraine Hansberry

 A Raisin in the Sun
· SOL Literature Test 

· Speaking

· Socratic Circles
· Vocabulary

· Biweekly word lists

· Grammar 

· Weekly practice as needed



Course Expectations/Procedures

	The class rules are: 

1. Be Polite 

2. Be Prepared 

3. Be Positive 

4. Be Punctual 


   Behavior

By the time students get to high school, they have had quite a bit of school experience, and they know how to behave in a classroom situation. They should have developed the ability to self-monitor and control their actions to a large extent, and they will be expected to do so in my class. 

Therefore, there are only four rules in Mrs. Dowling's class. They are easy to remember, and I expect all to think about the actions and consequences before proceeding.


Consequences

	One Strike=

WARNING
	Two Strikes=

PHONE CALL/E-MAIL HOME 
	Three Strikes= BEHAVIOR REFLECTION ASSIGNMENT


Behavior reflections assignments are due within two days of being given. If the student fails to turn in the reflection, I will write the referral to administration.

After a reflection assignment, I expect improvement the next week. If there is no improvement, I will write a referral.
Work Habits

Students are expected to be prepared and ready for class each day. When a student forgets something or has no supplies, class time must be taken to find the things the student doesn't have. It just gets annoying when the same student is unprepared every day. The same method of strikes is used to record work habit infractions. Each time a student is unprepared, a strike will be recorded. The work habit strikes are recorded separately from the behavior strikes. 

What are common reasons for getting a work habits strike? 

· No binder 

· No SSR book 

· No pencil 

· No red pen 

· No paper 
· No text
· Sleeping in class
· Doing non-class related activities
· Getting up and walking to the door before the bell

Consequences

	One Strike=

WARNING
	Two Strikes=

PHONE CALL/E-MAIL HOME 
	Each additional Strike- PHONE CALL/E-MAIL HOME


A Class Participation grade will be recorded in the gradebook for a three-week period. Students will start out with a score of 100. Each time the students receive a Work Habit Strike, 10 points will be taken off the score.

Class work will usually be due the same day in class, but sometimes it might be necessary to finish it at home because of unforeseen events.
The Research Paper this year count toward graduation, and it are extremely important and time consuming. When the time comes, each student will receive a Research Paper booklet and a folder. The booklet and folder should be in class while we are doing the paper, and the folder should contain everything for the project.

Vocabulary Lessons will be presented every other week with worksheets and a quiz. The quiz will be on Fridays or Mondays. 
Communication
I update the School Fusion weekly and sometimes more than that. You need to check the class web page for updates to the class in case of changes to schedules. The SF page is the official place for due dates—especially if they change because of bad weather.
The weekly class schedule is posted before each week along with assignment due dates on School Fusion. Please check your e-mail on a regular basis because I send out announcements and reminders frequently. Not reading your e-mail is not an excuse for being uninformed. 
	Grading Policy and Grading Scale                                             

· Classwork and Homework-1X
· Quizzes-2X 

· Tests-3X 

· In Class On-Line Discussions-1X
· Compositions, Papers, and Projects-3X 
· Reader’s Notebook-1X

· Research Journals and On-Line Reader’s Logs-2X
65% Rule: If a student does not turn in at least 65% of the work assigned, the student will receive an “F” for the marking period.


	Grading Scale

A=90-100 

B=80-89
C=70-79
D=60-69
F=59-



Late work will be accepted late, but will carry a penalty of 10 points off for each day late. If the work in question can be turned in to School Fusion, it will be accepted up until midnight of the due date for full credit. Please drop it in the General Delivery box if there is no other folder specifically for it.
Make-up Policy 
When a student is absent, he or she needs to find out what reading assignments or graded assignments were missed and the due dates. Mrs. Dowling keeps an “Absentee Folder” for each class. Upon a return, the student must look in it to see if there is a missed work packet with a corresponding name on it.
The student should be prepared to stay after school if he or she has been absent for a quiz or test. The student may go home on the activity bus or make arrangements with someone for pick up. School policy dictates: “Students with excused absences will be responsible for contacting the teacher within two days after returning to school to make arrangements to complete missed work.” 

 I am willing to be flexible about make-up work in some cases but only if I am approached in a timely manner and only if absences are excused through the attendance office.
All tests and quizzes must be made up within a week of the date given to the rest of the class. If

this is not possible, arrangements must be made within the week. The grade will change from 

AB to NHI after a week if not made up and no arrangements have been made. You will need to 

speak with me in person or e-mail me with arrangements.
Tardy Policy 

Students are expected to be in their seats when the tardy bell rings. Three tardies will result in a referral.

Testing

Students can take final exams even though they pass the SOL test. It could help to raise their class grade.
Formatting Papers 

Unless otherwise instructed, use this heading in the upper right hand corner: 

Your name 

Assignment name / description 

Date assignment is / was due 

• Don’t use ridiculously large fonts or fiddle with the margins. Stick with a normal 12-point font. 

• Word process all essays, poetry, drama, and short fiction. 

• Word process each assignment on its own page. 

• Double-space everything you word process. 

Plagiarism 

Don’t plagiarize—it will result disciplinary action and may result in failure for the course. If you have any questions, please talk to your instructor. The penalty for plagiarism isn’t worth the risk. 

A Note Concerning Writing Suitability

There is some writing that is not appropriate for a public school setting, including writing that deals with explicit content.  Please use your own discretion.  Writing that is inappropriate for school may be sent on to your administrator.  Feel free to check with me if you are unsure about the suitability of a subject manner.  Also, please note that writing that concerns harming yourself or another person will be taken seriously and, if necessary, reported to the appropriate authorities.
English 11 Syllabus Signatures: Name_________________________________________
*I have read this syllabus and understand the requirements. 

*I realize that I need to have all my supplies in class, and that there are two novels that I will need to purchase. 

*I understand the requirements about making up missed work.

*If I am finding it difficult to purchase the necessary supplies, I will let Mrs. Dowling know so arrangements can be made.

*It is my responsibility to read my e-mail daily to include weekends and to check School Fusion at least once a week for information pertaining to this class.

*It is my responsibility to let Mrs. Dowling know of any changes in contact information.

Student Sign _________________________________________Date:_______

Parent Sign:__________________________________________Date:______

**Keep this syllabus in your binder to be able to use in class as requested.

**This syllabus must be kept in binder.  Detach and turn in this page!  Due date: Sept 12, 2011.
