Creative Writing III Syllabus 2011-2012
Forest Park High School

Instructor Information: 







Mrs. Laura J. Dowling, MSEd.


Room: 1105




Phone: School-703-583-3200

Personal Voicemail: 571-229-7034

Email Address: dowlinlj@pwcs.edu



Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays – 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Dowling Central: http://www.dowlingcentral.com/
AIM-tchmrsd

Facebook-tchmrsd

Twitter-@tchmrsd

Gmail-tchmrsd1105@gmail.com
Forest Park School Fusion: http://forestpark.groupfusion.net
Course Objectives
Students will choose two literary genre for their yearly focus-one genre for each semester. Students will work independently on their chosen focus. 

Weekly assignments will be posted on School Fusion to include readings, weekly writing assignments, discussions, and weekly exercises in journals. Students will generate a webfolio of their best works with reflections.

Students will also work as mentors and editors in the Creative Writing II classroom. Students will submit their work for publication. Students will contribute to the literary magazine, “Ursa Major,” in a leadership capacity.
Students will submit work for publication.
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Materials Needed –Due Sept 12
Students will be required to sell one patron sponsorship and one preorder for the 20112 literary magazine.

You will choose two focus subjects for the year! 
Poetry Workshop
· In the Palm of Your Hand: The Poet's Portable Workshop by Steve Kowit
Short Story Workshop

· Creating Short Fiction: The Classic Guide to Writing Short Fiction by Damon Knight
*Novel Workshop

· Writing the Breakout Novel by Donald Maass
· Writing the Breakout Novel Workbook: Hands-On Help for Making Your Novel Stand Out and 
Succeed by Donald Maass

· *Agenda

· *Pencils and pens 
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*Red pens or markers 

· *Notebook paper 
· *A marble composition book for journal writing
· An SSR (Sustained Silent Reading) book must be brought to class every day. Time each week will be devoted to this independent reading.
· Flash Drive 
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Ream of Computer Paper
· Computer Programs-optional
· Read Please-free from http://www.readplease.com

· Adobe Acrobat Reader-free from http://www.adobe.com/products/reader/

· Power Point or Power Point Viewer-free from http://www.microsoft.com/downloads
· Word Processing Program-compatible with MS WORD
Recommended Readings for Creative Writing

These are some of the books that I use in class to add interest and focus to our writing. You can find them at Amazon.com if you would like to add them to your personal collection.

Bailey, Richard et.al. The Creative Writers Craft Paper. New York: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2001.

Behn, Robin and Chase Twichell. The Practice of Poetry. New York: HarperPerennial, 1992.
Bernays, Anne and Pamela Painter. What If?. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1990.
Clark, Roy. Writing Tools. Boston: Little, Brown, and Co, 2006.
Goodman, Richard. The Soul of Creative Writing. New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers, 2009. 

Grafton, Sue et.al. Writing Mysteries. Cincinnati: Writer's Digest Books, 2002.
Kiteley, Brian. The 3 A.M. Epiphany. Cincinnati: Writer's Digest Books, 2005.
Lecount, David. Dream Writing Assignments. London: Heinemann, 2004.
Prose, Francine. Reading like a Writer. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2006.
Sellers, Heather. The Practice of Creative Writing. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins, 2008. 

Williams, Billie. Writing Wide. City: Filbert Pub, 2003.
A Timeline for the Year
	Poetry
	Short Story
	Novel

	· Getting Started

· Poetry from Memories

· Secrets of Writing Poetry

· Music and Metaphor

· Experiments in Poetry

· Traditions in Poetry

· Themes in Poetry

· Getting Poetry Published

· Webfolios


	· Getting Started

· Developing your Talent as a Writer

· Idea into Story

· Story Beginnings

· Story Control

· Story Endings

· Being a Writer
· Getting Stories Published
· Webfolios
	· Getting Started

· Why Write a Novel?

· Premise and Stakes

· Setting
· Characters

· Complications

· Plot and Subplot
· Turning Points
Viewpoint, Pace, Voice
· Tension

· Beginnings and Endings
· Getting Novels Published-NANOWRIMO
· Webfolios


Creative Writing III is an independent studies class. Each student will work at her own pace in accordance with guidelines and due dates. This class required a certain amount of self-motivation to succeed. It is essential that each student keeps up with dates and meets deadlines.
All of the assignments will be posted on-line.
Students will often group to discuss their readings and work with the others in the class 
Literary Magazine Timeline-Ursa Major

	First Marking Period

· Literary Magazine Requirements / timetable / choice of positions and responsibilities

· Sales / Patron Campaign 

· Layout training / project

· Construct ad posters and other promos for the calendar

· Development of writings for the literary magazine (four finished products per term are required as well as numerous rough drafts of the submitted writings)

· Critiques and revisions for literary magazine

· Development of trial layout spread with art/ photographs and text


	Second Marking Period

· Writer’s workshop: critiques and revisions for the literary magazine

· Development of writings for the literary magazine (four finished products per term are required as well as numerous rough drafts of the submitted writings)

· Development of second double-page spread
· Assessment of last year’s magazine


	Third Marking Period

· Development of layout spreads for Literary Magazine

· Match art/pictures for literary magazine

· Check style sheet for the literary magazine

· Refine artwork 

· Save all finished files to CD

· Finalize bids with printers/ make arrangements with printer for publication

· Edit and proofread!

· Set up procedures for sales

· 
	Fourth Marking Period

· Submit to publisher

· Receive magazine back from publisher

· Sales of Magazine

· Assessment of Ursa Major
· Submit Literary Magazine for evaluation

· Develop action plan for next year’s magazine and choose staff members

· Publication Party


Behavior

By the time students get to high school, they have had quite a bit of school experience, and they know how to behave in a classroom situation. They should have developed the ability to self-monitor and control their actions to a large extent, and they will be expected to do so in my class. 

Therefore, there are only four rules in Mrs. Dowling's class. They are easy to remember, and I expect all to think about the actions and consequences before proceeding.


Consequences

	One Strike=

WARNING
	Two Strikes=

PHONE CALL/E-MAIL HOME 
	Three Strikes= BEHAVIOR REFLECTION ASSIGNMENT


Behavior reflections assignments are due within two days of being given. If the student fails to turn in the reflection, I will write the referral to administration.

After a reflection assignment, I expect improvement the next week. If there is no improvement, I will write a referral.

Work Habits

Students are expected to be prepared and ready for class each day. When a student forgets something or has no supplies, class time must be taken to find the things the student doesn't have. It just gets annoying when the same student is unprepared every day. The same method of strikes is used to record work habit infractions. Each time a student is unprepared, a strike will be recorded. The work habit strikes are recorded separately from the behavior strikes. 

What are common reasons for getting a work habits strike? 

· No journal 

· No SSR book 

· No pencil 

· No red pen 

· No paper 

· No notebook

· Sleeping in class

· Doing non-class related activities

Consequences

	One Strike=

WARNING
	Two Strikes=

PHONE CALL/E-MAIL HOME 
	Each additional Strike- PHONE CALL/E-MAIL HOME


A Class Participation grade will be recorded in the gradebook for a three-week period. Students will start out with a score of 100. Each time the students receive a Work Habit Strike, 10 points will be taken off the score.
Daily Routine

Each class is 90 minutes long and meets every other day. The class is broken down in the following manner:
	Journal Entries or Genre Exercises
	30 Minutes

	Genre Literature Reading, Critical Essay Reading 
	25 Minutes

	Writing Exercises
	30 Minutes

	Wrap-Up
	5 Minutes


Personal Journals are collections of informal writing assignments. Each day the student will write for about 20 minutes at the beginning of class. Every so often one of the journal entries will be submitted for evaluation. There should be 1000 words added each month.
Journal Reads-Students are required to read journal pieces to the class once a term. They are expected to sign up for a date on the School Fusion web page.

Writing Exercises and Reading Responses-Students will be required to read assigned sections of the text and complete the exercises that are assigned. The requirements for each week will be posted on School Fusion every week. These assignments must be completed each week. In addition, depending on the unit, either poetry will be written on a weekly basis or short stories will be written (two per term). Students will write part of one novel, if they have chosen that unit. Exercises and reading responses due by Friday midnight. Writing due by Sunday midnight.
Literary Magazine Submissions-One is due on the monthly deadline for submission to the literary magazine. The student may choose the type of writings to submit. These writings can be something from the class assigned writings or something that was produced independently.

Mentoring and Editing-Each student will spend some time editing and mentoring the other students' writings in the Creative Writing II class. These sessions will create an evaluation sheet and these sheets will be turned in for a grade.

Webfolios are collections of selected assignments done throughout a grading period. They will include a determined number of writings along with reflections on the assignments and evaluations from others to include peers and parents. These webfolios will be due at the end of each semester.
Communication
I update the School Fusion weekly and sometimes more than that. You need to check the class web page for updates to the class in case of changes to schedules. The SF page is the official place for due dates—especially if they change because of bad weather.
The weekly class schedule is posted before each week along with assignment due dates on School Fusion. Please check your e-mail on a regular basis because I send out announcements and reminders frequently. Not reading your e-mail is not an excuse for being uninformed.
	Grading Scale

	A=93-100 


	B+=90-92

	B=84-89


	C+=81-83

	C=74-80


	D+=71-73

	D=65-70 


	F=below 64



	
	Grading Policy and Grading Scale                                             

· Class Work-1X
· Writing Exercises-1X
· Writing Assignments-3X 
· Literary Magazines Submissions-2X

· Webfolio-3X

· Reading Responses-2X
· Journal Reads-2X
· Personal Journal Assignments-1X
· Mentoring and Editing -1X

65% Rule: If a student does not turn in at least 65% of the work assigned, the student will receive an “F” for the marking period.


Make-up Policy 
When a student is absent, he or she needs to find out what reading assignments or graded assignments were missed and the due dates. Mrs. Dowling keeps an “Absentee Folder” for each class. Upon a return, the student must look in it to see if there is a missed work packet with a corresponding name on it.

I am willing to be flexible about make-up work in some cases but only if I am approached in a timely manner and only if absences are excused through the attendance office.
Late Work will be accepted late, but will carry a penalty of 10 points off for each day late. Turn in late work to the discussion board.
Tardy Policy
Students are expected to be in their seats when the tardy bell rings. Three tardies will result in a detention packet. Four tardies will result in a referral.

Testing

There is no SOL exam for this class. The student could be exempt from taking the final exam if he or she is a junior or senior going into the exam time with an "A" average.

Formatting Papers 

Unless otherwise instructed, use this heading in the upper right hand corner: 

Your name 

Assignment name / description 

Date assignment is / was due 

• Don’t use ridiculously large fonts or fiddle with the margins. Stick with a normal 12-point font. 

• Word process all poetry, drama, and short fiction. 

• Word process each assignment on its own page. 

• Double-space everything you word process. 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is nasty in any incarnation, but seems particularly ridiculous in a creative writing course. Don’t plagiarize—it will result disciplinary action and may result in failure for the course. If you have any questions, please talk to your instructor. The penalty for plagiarism isn’t worth the risk. 
A Note Concerning Writing Suitability

There is some writing that is not appropriate for a public school setting, including writing that deals with explicit content.  Please use your own discretion.  Writing that is inappropriate for school may be sent on to your administrator.  Feel free to check with me if you are unsure about the suitability of a subject manner.  Also, please note that writing that concerns harming yourself or another person will be taken seriously and, if necessary, reported to the appropriate authorities.
Creative Writing 3 Syllabus Signatures: Name________________________________
*I have read this syllabus and understand the requirements. 

*I realize that I need to have all my supplies in class, and that there are several textbooks as noted in the materials section of this syllabus that I will need to purchase. 

*I understand the requirements about making up missed work.

*If I am finding it difficult to purchase the necessary supplies, I will let Mrs. Dowling know so arrangements can be made.

*It is my responsibility to read my e-mail daily to include weekends and to check School Fusion at least once a week for information pertaining to this class.

*It is my responsibility to let Mrs. Dowling know of any changes in contact information.

Student Sign here:________________________________________________Date:____________________

Parent Sign here:_________________________________________________Date:____________________

**Keep this syllabus in your binder to be able to use in class as requested.

**This syllabus must be kept in binder.  Detach and turn in this page!  Due date: Sept 12, 2011
